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Nursing languages and terminology are used in planning and documenting patient care and in 
formally communicating nursing to others. They are thus essential to building robust 
informational and organizational infrastructures and better articulating nursing’s unique 
contributions to health care. The more systematic and unified they are, the more efficient, 
effective, and widespread can be their use. 
 
Unifying Nursing Languages: The Harmonization of NANDA, NIC, and NOC is a milestone 
monograph that captures the collaboration in 2001 and 2002 among the leaders in nursing 
language development. They convened to create a common unifying structure to harmonize the 
profession’s three ANA-approved classification systems: NANDA for nursing diagnoses, NIC for 
nursing interventions, and NOC for nursing outcomes.* The result—a new taxonomy of nursing 
practice, which is being placed in the public domain so that nurses might use it, give feedback, 
and thus help advance the use and development of nursing language. Because this taxonomy can 
help organize nursing diagnoses, interventions, and outcomes with greater accuracy, clarity, and 
consistency, the monograph will interest nurses in administration and leadership, education, 
clinical practice, health policy, informatics, and research, as well as nursing language specialists.  
 
Unifying Nursing Languages also includes a scholarly context for this work: an essay each on its 
theoretical underpinnings in linguistics, critical thinking, and nursing diagnosis accuracy, and on 
the central scientific and organizational role of classification in nursing and other professions.   
Filling out this seminal contribution to nursing science and nursing practice are a timeline of 
nursing language development within NANDA, NIC, and NOC and a complete list each of the 
current labels and definitions of these three classification systems. 
 
(*NANDA is the North American Nursing Diagnosis Association. NIC is Nursing Interventions 
Classification. NOC is Nursing Outcomes Classification. NIC and NOC systems are administered 
by the Center for Nursing Classification and Clinical Effectiveness of the School of Nursing of the 
University of Iowa. The Center can be contacted at http://www.nursing.uiowa.edu/cnc or 
319/335-7051. NANDA International in Philadelphia can be contacted at 
http://www.nanda.org/index.html, info@nanda.org, or 215-545-8105.) 
 
Unifying Nursing Languages: The Harmonization of NANDA, NIC, and NOC is available through 
nursesbooks.org, the publishing program of the American Nurses Association. To order, call 
(800) 637-0323 and ask for Pub# UNL23PR. Or, visit www.nursesbooks.org. List price is $24.95. 
The ANA constituent member price is $19.95. Postage and Handling is additional. 
138 pages. ISBN 1-55810-208-6 
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Joanne McCloskey Dochterman, PhD, RN, Distinguished Professor and Director of the Center for 
Nursing Classification and Clinical Excellence at the University of Iowa College of Nursing, is 
co-Principal Investigator (with Gloria Bulechek) of the Nursing Interventions Classification 
(NIC). She is a past member of the NANDA Board of Directors and co-chair of the NNN 
Alliance. She has also participated in the national efforts to develop a Reference Terminology 
Model for nursing. In addition, she has an extensive research and funding background in nursing 
administration and classification, and has participated in various efforts to link NIC and NOC 
with NANDA.  



 
Dorothy A. Jones, EdD, RNC, FAAN, Professor, Boston College, Boston, MA is the immediate 
Past President of NANDA; she serves as Co-Chair of the NNN Alliance. She brings her work in 
knowledge development, nursing informatics and language development to this project. Dr. Jones 
has conducted multiple funded research projects that helped to identify nursing interventions and 
outcomes within a variety of clinical populations. In addition, she has developed and established 
the psychometric properties of the Functional Health Pattern Assessment Screening Tool 
(FHPAST). Dr. Jones has authored numerous publications in the area of nursing language.  
 
Geoffrey C. Bowker, PhD, Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of 
San Diego, La Jolla, California, has spent his academic career studying the structure of 
knowledge in various disciplines. He presented the keynote talk on the science of classification at 
the NNN 2001 conference and assisted in laying important groundwork for collaboration.   
 
Margaret Lunney, PhD, RN, Professor and Program Coordinator, Master of Science in Adult 
Health Nursing at the College of Staten Island, City University of New York, has long 
involvement in NANDA and publishing on nursing diagnosis and critical thinking. Dr. Lunney 
completed an NIH funded study of the effects of using NANDA, NIC, and NOC on the health 
outcomes of school children. Her clinical and teaching background is in adult health and 
community health. 
 
 
The American Nurses Association is the only full-service professional organization representing the nation's 2.7 
million Registered Nurses through its constituent member nurses associations. The ANA advances the nursing 
profession by fostering high standards of nursing practice, promoting the rights of nurses in the workplace, projecting 
a positive and realistic view of nursing, and by lobbying the Congress and regulatory agencies on health care issues 
affecting nurses and the public. 
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